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Dr. Johnston-Lavis again spent about three weeks
in the island, examining the effects of the new shock
with equal zeal and wider experience. His mono-
graph is now our chief work of reference on Ischian
earthquakes. Inquiries were also made by several
Italian seismologists, among others by Professor M.
S. de Rossi, the organiser of earthquake-studies in
the peninsula; by Professor L. Palmieri, the founder
of the Vesuvian observatory; and especially by Pro-
fessor G. Mercallij whose valuable memoir supple-
ments the report of Dr. Johnston-Lavis in some
important particulars.

PREPARATORY  SIGNS.

The interval between July iSth, iSSi, when the last
shock of that year was felt, and July 28th, 1883,
was one of almost complete quiescence. Early in
.March 1882, a few slight shocks were noticed at
Casamicciola. On July 24th, 1883, a watch hanging
from a nail in a wall was seen to swing at 6 A.M.
and 9 A.M., and, on the same morning, at about 8.30,
a slight shock, accompanied by a rumbling sound,
was felt at Casamicciola. Again, on the 28th, about
a quarter of an hour before the great shock, one
observer at Casamicciola states that an underground
noise was heard, and that some persons in conse-
quence left their houses.

Many assertions have been made with regard to
variations witnessed a day or two before the shock in
the hot springs, such as an increase of flow or tem-
perature and changes in their volume and purity.
Fumaroles are alleged to have burst out with violence,
and even flames to have been seen. The statements,